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Featured Toy
Buddy L Delivery Vans

While not carrying the high value of many
of the earlier Buddy L trucks, the delivery van
assortment is truly a unique conglomeration of
advertising and special order trucks. Produced
between 1964 and 1969, there were about 8 or 10
regularly cataloged toys and at least that manyemor
special order ones. Collecting an entire set @¢h
can be both difficult and somewhat time consuming.

The regularly cataloged vans include the
Borden’s Milk, Sunshine Biscuits, REA Express (2
or 3 variations), US Mail (2 or 3 variations),
Raggedy Ann Camper, School Bus, and Mister
Buddy Ice Cream. | may be missing a couple but
those are the ones | can think of right offhanadwN
for the hard to find ones!! The uncataloged or
special order vans include the Canadian
National/Air Canada, Charles Chips, Cook Coffee,
Frederick & Nelson, Jewel Home Stores (2 styles),
Marshall Field, Sears, Royal Canadian Mail, and
Tom'’s Toasted Peanuts. A few others that | cannot
locate information on but I've either seen or heard
about are Dr. Pepper, Standard Coffee, and Wink
Soda.

If you're going to try to collect these, here
are a few tips I've learned over the years. Sofme o
these vans were produced without sliding side doors
and driver seats but not all. As with any collelet]
condition is extremely important. The plastic
chassis are commonly broken and windshields are
scratched or cracked so be sure to check it over
thoroughly before slapping down the cash. Rather
than attempting to place any values on these trucks
I’'m going to rate them on a rarity schedule and
place pictures where able so you can identify what
you're looking for. Rating scale goes from one *
which is a toy that is quite easy to find to five**
which means good luck and expect to spend much
time looking! I'm basing this scale on my personal
experience in finding these toys here in the Midwes
and not on any actual production numbers. Other
people my have easier or more difficult finding
certain vans depending on their locations.
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Sold my truck and forgot to
shap a picture first...doh!!




School ok Jewel *kkk
Bus (aqua)
'|\3/|lljsdt§r Marshall | .,
y *x Fields
Ice
Cream
Sears Tk
Charles .
Chips
Royal *kk*k
Mail
Cook -
Coffee
Frederick Same colors as Marshall Fielfls | Tom’s _—
& il but with Frederick/Nelson Peanuts
Nelson decals.
Jewel Tk
(brown) .
Wlnk *kkk%k
Soda
Standard| ., : :
Coffee No pictures known to exist Dr. o

Pepper

No pictures known to exist




Help with some pictures provided by Alan Van
Gundy. Many thanks Alan and if anyone would
like to visit his online museum, you can see these

vans and many more assorted trucks on his website.

http://www.iowatelecom.net/~alanvg/

Toydecals.com News

Our 2" Annual
Toy Restoration contest
has been scheduled for
this summer/fall. It
will kick off July 30
and run until October
31. Entry blanks and
full instructions will be
sent out with every decal order starting about mid-
July and are also available to print out right from
the websitewww.toydecals.com Be sure to get
going on all of those projects as there’ll be $500
prizes again awarded. New this year will be the
“People’s Choice” award. This will be awarded to
the toy that receives the most votes from fellow
collectors. Ballots will be made available online
and via email for anyone and everyone to vote for
their favorite among the submitted entries. This
winner will be announced towards the end of
November to give as many people the chance to
vote as possible after all entries have been redeiv

We are also proud to announce that we are
offering a totally free message board on the websit
I'd like to see everyone take advantage of this and
hopefully use it as a tool to not only buy and sell
toys but to communicate with fellow collectors. |
belong to a couple other message boards (non-toy
related) and actually buy and sell more on some of
them than | do on Ebay. I'll do my best to control
spam and drive traffic to it so hopefully it wilela
successful tool for those of you that would like to
buy and sell.

As of July 1, 2008 only subscribers to this
newsletter will be eligible for my special discosint
and sale pricing. Rather than simply discounting a
set percentage as | had been, I'll be offering much
deeper discounts on specific items. You are more

than welcome to purchase as many of the sale items

as you can use but I'd appreciate not seeing them
being resold online as direct competition to my
website or Ebay sales . Shown at right are the
initial discounted items and instructions on how to
receive your discount.

WWW.TOYDECALS.COM Sales Items

July 1-31
BL-062 Buddy L Firestone Wrecker $25/set
(normally $55)
SM-047 Smith Miller Red Diamond Set $8/set
(normally $12)
TK-105 Tonka Ace Hardware Semi set $20/set
(normally $35)

August 1-31

- SM-003 Smith Miller Mobil Tanker $10/set
(normally $15)
ST-041 Structo 66 Tanker set $10/set
(normally $15)
TK-087 Tonka Marshall Fields Semi $12/set
(normally $20)

September 1-30
NY-015, 016, 024, 025, 030, 035, 036, 047,
050, 053, 054, 058, 060 Assorted Nylint
construction sets Y2 off normal pricing
TK-123 Tonka Green Giant Semi set $20/set
(normally $30)

To receive your discounts when ordering online via
the website, simply follow normal procedure by
adding to shopping cart. Prior to paying via P&ypa
please enter “OTTQ Sale” into the notes section and
then click pay. When processing order, all
discounts will simply be refunded back to you
directly to your Paypal account. I'm unable toeoff
coupons so this is the only method available to me
at present time.

If sending in check or money order, simply enter th
discounted price on the order form and pay the
appropriate amount.

Product Review

Do you have a toy part, tool, restoration
supply or anything else that you'd like to promote?
We'd like to see it and help you out!! Send usryou
item and we’ll gladly take a look. If it is welbde
we’ll be sure to give it the props it deserves.




Restoration Tips/Tricks

Ever wonder what to do when you're
restoring a toy and you cannot locate new or
reproduction tires to use. Old dirty tires realiyn
the look of a nicely restored toy. I've had really
good results using Armor All. | purchase a 1 quart
bottle and pour some into a small (about 6” by 6”
by 2” deep) Tupperware or Rubbermaid style
container.

After removing hubcaps, end caps, peens, or
nuts from axle ends, remove tires and clean them as
best you can with a soap and water solution to get
the majority of the dirt off. Then, plop them righ
into the container with the Armor All. Let them
soak overnight and the next day take a stiff kaistl
brush (not wire) and begin scrubbing one at a time.
Scrub all the grooves and such and most often the
Armor All will soften the rubber just enough to giv
it a very good original looking shine.

Ebay News

Unfortunately Ebay is at it again. What you
ask? Seems like they continually need to “fix”
things that aren’t
broken. Now in
all of their infinite
wisdom, they
have completely
hidden all bidder identities in active auctions afid
but the winning bidder in completed auctions. |
don’t know about most people but I've always liked
knowing exactly who | was bidding against. It
seems that this would make shill bidding extremely
easy. At least in the past once the auction was
finished you could still see just who was doing the
bidding. Now you can’'t even see that which | think
is absolutely ridiculous. Below is what is appears
like in an active auction under the bidding history

i (2667% ) US $300.00 Lot pOT
h***j (208 W ) US$5000 ;g?z_g:sc;SBPDT
r%0 (1530% ) s 47,00 ot
a***o (20 W ) US $26.99 igzgigim

US$999 17060 poT

What does this mean to you? If you are an
active bidder, you may be having your bids run up
without your knowledge. This is all the more
reason for you to know and trust your seller. To
promote honesty in all of my auctions, | will, upon
request, send anyone the bidder ID’s in any of my
completed auctions. This is probably against some
Ebay policy but I'd prefer to take care of my loyal
buyers than worry about what Ebay thinks.

Show Calendar

Upcoming Toy Shows — Please contact us if you'd
like to have a show added to our calendar.
August 2 — Macungie Toy Show — Eyer
School, Macungie, PA (610) 432-3355
August 22-24 — National Toy Truck N
Construction Show — Adams Mark Airport
Hotel, Indianapolis, IN (701) 883-5206
October 4 — Timber Dan Toy Show —
Larimer County Fairgrounds, Loveland, CO
(763) 972-6726
October 19 — Canadian Toy Collectors
Society Toy Show — Toronto, Canada (905)
820-2697 evenings
October 26 - Chicago Toy Show — Kane
County Fairgrounds, St Charles, IL (773)
736-5140
November 1 — Allentown Toy Show —
Allentown Fairgrounds, Allentown, PA
(610) 432-3355
November 7-9 — National Farm Toy Show —
Dyersville, IA (701) 883-5206
November 23 — St. Louis Antique Toy Show
— Two Hearts Banquet Center, St. Louis,
MO (314) 503-5869
November 29 - Circus Maximus Toy &
Pedal Car Show — Kalamazoo, Ml (616)
361-9887
November 30 — Greater York Toy, Train &
Doll Show — York Expo Center @
Fairgrounds, York, PA (717) 424-4004




Show Me The Money!!

Recent prices realized for select toys

Toy Site/Venue Price
Tonka Marine Service | Ebay $522
w/all boats C7.5
Kelmet White Big Boy | Ebay $1,038
Dump Truck C6.5
Tonka Meier & Frank | Ebay $1,000
Semi C6.6
Buddy L Flivver Pickup | Ebay $821
C8
Sturditoy Dump Truck | Ebay $652
C5
Tru Scale IH Pickup Ebay $452
Truck C8.5+
Lincoln Auto Transport | Ebay $346
Semi C6.5
Nylint U-Haul Rentall Ebay $158
Van C9
Doepke Barber Greene| Aumann $300
w/crawler tracks C8 Auctions
Wyandotte La Salle & | Morphy $460
Trailer C7 Auctions
Cor Cor Graham Sedan Chicago $900
C7 Toy Show
Buckeye Trucking Set | Kalamazoo | $375
w/box C8.5 Toy Show

Show Reports
Chicago Toy Show, April 27, 2008.

The April Chicago toy show is usually a
great opportunity for buyers as it seems that many
fresh to the market toys always surface. Room
trading began on Wednesday at the hotel and was
rather slow most of the day. Thursday picked up
slightly as a few new dealers arrived and one had a
rather large accumulation that hadn’t been out in
over 10 years. On Friday numerous dealers arrive
in time to shop before everyone packs. Friday's
sales were above average.

Saturday setup day at the fairgrounds was
somewhat of a disaster. Most of the show grounds
were torn up due to construction and this not only
limited convenient parking, it also closed one renti
building. Sales were fair at best although | did
notice a few high quality-- high dollar items chang
hands. | even managed to find a couple very nice
pieces myself. The actual show day on Sunday
brought very nice weather and a long line of pagron
lined up at the admission gate. Normally | conside
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the Sunday crowd to be “tag turners & tire kickers”

as they seem to be mostly lookers. This show there

seemed to be quite a few buyers among the throng

as most people | witnessed were carrying purchases.
Overall, the show was down from prior

years as the dealer count was much lower than

usual. The construction is on track to be finisimed

time for the fall show and with that everyone is

going to be under one roof.

Dyersville Summer Farm Toy Show, June 6 & 7,
2008.

With severe weather forecast for most of the
weekend, | headed off to Dyersville plenty early to
get all of the outside shopping finished before the
weather approached. Boy, what a mistake. I'm not
sure if the dealers were afraid of the weathef or i
they are just no longer attending the summer show
but it was like a ghost town when | arrived. When
attending the fall show, dealers can be foundén th
Scale Model factory building, Commercial Club
Park, the parking lot of the livestock auction
building, Beckman High School, outside and inside
the National Farm Toy Museum, and in a few “yard
sale” locations throughout town. The summer show
utilized only Beckman High School and inside the
Farm Toy Museum. About a dozen other dealers
were sprinkled around in some of the outdoor
locations, which normally would have closer to 50
or 60.

After getting over the disappointment of the
small numbers, | got right to shopping. Even
though this is a farm toy show, it is usually very
strong in good old trucks. Ehhhh! Wrong again!
Littered among the throngs of new diecast farm toys
were very very few old toys. | don’t think I'd nete
to take my socks off to count the number of dealers
with old trucks.

Over and above the issues described
previously, | found many of the dealers that did
attend to be very disappointed. The show
promoters not only cut the show from 3 days to 2
(no more Sunday), they extended the Saturday
hours so that it was too late for the dealers tkpa
and go home without spending an extra night in the
motel. In addition, they also discontinued therfea
buyer” or “floor rights” program and were seen
actually turning people away that were willing to
pay the usual $20 early entry fee.

Hopefully things will be much better in the
future as this has always been a very good toy



show. Before traveling long distances to attend
though, consider waiting for the fall show as |
guarantee that one won't disappoint.

Toy Story

NO, not the
Disney movie but a
good old-fashioned
yarn. | think one of
my favorite things
about attending
shows and meeting
up with friends is
the stories that I've
missed since the last
time we talked.
There’s nothing
quite like hearing about how that rare Tonka
surfaced at a rummage sale or how someone off the
street came into the show with a boxed Smith Miller
and just happened to stop at your table. | welcome
anyone to submit their favorite or just about any
story as I'm sure not only myself but all of théet
readers enjoy hearing anything about toys!!

Here’s one from my past. | was shooting the
bull at a friend’s business one day when a
gentleman pulled up and opened his trunk. Inside
were about 20 boxed Tonka vehicles and a nice
assortment of 50-60 other extremely nice old toys.
Probably around $2000-$3000 in retail value at the
time. He walked over to my friend and said, “l hea
you buy toys?” My friend looked over what he had
and said, “I have most of these but I'd give you
$1,000 for what'’s here if you want to sell thenh.”
thought the guy was going to fall over in his track
He screamed, “they’re worth that much!” My
friend informed him they were worth more but that
was what he was willing to pay right now. To
which he replied, “damn, if I had known that |
wouldn’'t have hauled the other 6 loads to the
dump.” 1 walked away shaking my head and
happened to notice a 5 gallon pail full of baseball
cards in his back seat. | asked him what he irgend
to do with them. He said, “are they worth
anything?” |informed him they probably were
before he chucked them into that pail and bent them
all to hell but offered him $20 sight unseen for
them. He accepted and | asked if he had any more.
He said, “ | did have but | didn’t want to haul the
to the dump so | burned all three 55 gallon drums o
them that | had tossed out.” Now it was my turn to
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fall over. Just how could anyone with half a brain
haul 4 loads of toys to the dump and burn three 55
gallon drums of baseball cards. (The cards, by the
way, where all from the 1950’s and inside that
bucket I pulled out 3 Mickey Mantle cards that
netted $1,000 and then | sold the rest of the Hucke
to another friend for $400.)

This man had inherited a house from his
aunt and uncle and when they passed away he
wanted to sell the house and thought it would sell
better without all the junk inside. Thus, his
“cleaning” of all the “junk”. | have a suspicionah
the stuff he tossed was going to end up being worth
much more than he ever received for the house. My
only hope is that the guy has a few more old
relatives around my area!!

Well, that’s one of mine....lets hear from the refst o
you!! Tell me/us about that rare rummage sale find
or that truck that you found while the dealer was
still unpacking. I/we want to hear it!!



