
 1

 
October 2008                         Volume 1    Issue 3 

Featured Toy 
 This month I’m featuring a trio of toys that 
were all made to replicate land speed record cars.  
The Sunbeam Racer, Golden Arrow racer and the 
Napier-Campbell Bluebird racer.  All were made by 
Kingsbury beginning in 1927 and continuing into 
the early 1930’s.  These toys were definitely 
considered a “top of the line” toy for their day.  
While other toy companies of the era focused on 
larger sized toys, Kingsbury relied upon fine detail 
and craftsmanship.  All toys used the same windup 
mechanism and featured rubber Dunlop tires over 
metal disc wheels. 
 The Sunbeam racer was the initial one of the 
three produced, first appearing in the 1927 catalog .  
It measures 
about 19” long 
and is all red 
in color.  It 
was modeled 
after the 
1000HP 
Sunbeam built 
in 1926 in 
England and was the first car ever to top 200mph.  
The detail that Kingsbury included was amazing.  
Even with today’s technology, this would be a 
difficult car for a toy company to produce.  The 

main body 
stamping is 
one piece and 
has a grill 
cutout, exhaust 
pipe holes, and 
rows of 
louvers.  The 

stamping die that created this car back then must 
have been a work of art in itself.  Of the three, the 
Sunbeam seems to be the one that turns up the most 
at toy shows and internet sites so if you’re looking 
to add one to your collection it shouldn’t be hard.  It 
will be expensive though as they carry a hefty price 
tag these days. 
  
 

 
The Bluebird racer first appeared during 

1928.  It was 
modeled after 
Sir Malcolm 
Campbell’s 
Bluebird III 
that was 
redesigned in 1928 and broke the Sunbeam’s record 
from the year before.  It featured a high rear tail fin 
and plated oil coolers mounted above the rear 

fenders.  There 
was also a short 
run variation 
produced that 
featured an open 
half round air 
intake in the front.  
This version is 

rather scarce and you’ll be very lucky to see one.  
Of the three, I think the Bluebird is the toughest to 
find in today’s market and like the Sunbeam carries 
a rather high price tag. 
 Lastly comes the Golden Arrow racer.  It too 
appeared some 
time during 
1928; more than 
likely in time 
for Christmas.  
It measures 
about 20” long 
and unlike the 
other two, it was offered in a variety of six different 
colors.  The most popular was the actual gold color 
like the real car sported.  The full size version broke 

the Bluebird’s 
record in 1929 
by almost 
25mph.  It was 
never driven 
again after the 
record-
breaking 

attempt.  Kingsbury’s model again was impeccable 
in accuracy and detail.  The large side pods have 
often been assumed to have been designed for 
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aerodynamics when in reality they were large ice 
chests in which the motor coolant ran through.  As I 
stated, gold was the most popular color, which has 
now made the others scarcer to locate.  Other than 
gold, cars were produced in white, lime green, blue-
green, red, and pink.  Good luck finding a full 
spectrum of the colors as I’ve only seen one pick 
car in over 20 years! 
 
 

Product Review 
Joining the toy parts production business is 

Elm City Toys.  Their initial offerings include all 
three different styles 
of Tonka hubcaps, 
the solid, round hole, 
and triangle hole 
variations.  In 
addition, another set 
being produced will 
work on early Ertl 
trucks as well as 
Dunwell and 

Buckeye.  All four different hubcaps are nice clean 
stampings with crisp lug detail and nice plating. 

Also being 
offered is a Smith 
Miller L Mack 
repair bumper.  
The bumper is 
milled nicely to fit 
directly onto the 
ground off stub of 
the chassis rails to 
be epoxied into 
place.   Good 
uniform bend and 
a polished face for 
a nice chrome look.  

To purchase any of these items you can 
contact Elm City Toys at 920-459-9809.   

Do you have a toy part, tool, restoration 
supply or anything else that you’d like to promote?  
We’d like to see it and help you out!!  Send us your 
item and we’ll gladly take a look.  If it is well done 
we’ll be sure to give it the props it deserves.  
 

Toydecals.com News 
 Entries for our 
restoration contest have 
been slowly rolling in.  
Remember, it runs until 
October 31st so be sure 
to get those entries in 
prior to the deadline.  
Entry blanks are being 
sent out with every decal order as well as being 
available on the website  www.toydecals.com. 
 I’ve removed the message board off the 
website for the time being.  The spammers were 
utilizing it much more than the people I was 
providing it for.  Until I can get a better handle on 
usage and abuse I’ll keep it offline.  Hopefully I’ll 
be able to come up with a solution since I’d really 
like to see it become a useful tool for buying and 
selling toys without all the expense of sites like 
Ebay. 
 Continuing with our policy that only 
subscribers to this newsletter will be eligible for my 
special discounts and sale pricing, below are this 
quarter’s sale items: 
 
WWW.TOYDECALS.COM  Sales Items 
October 1-31 
· All Doepke Decal Sets  $1 off regular price 
 

November 1-31 
· Animal Month  $1 off any decal set that is for 

anything related to an animal.  Includes any 
livestock, farms, kennel, zoo, etc decal sets. 

 

December 1-31 
· Christmas Customer Appreciation.  25% off all 

orders totaling $100 or more all month. 
 

To receive your discounts when ordering online via 
the website, simply follow normal procedure by 
adding to shopping cart.  Prior to paying via Paypal, 
please enter “OTTQ Sale” into the notes section and 
then click pay.  When processing order, all 
discounts will be refunded back directly to your 
Paypal account.  I’m unable to offer coupons so this 
is the only method available to me at present time. 
If sending in check or money order, simply enter the 
discounted price on the order form and pay the 
appropriate amount. 
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Ebay News 
 Well Ebay sure makes it extremely easy to 
write this section every quarter.  Once again they 
are up to their idiotic policy changes.  Now they’ve 
decided that even with all of the fee increases of 

late, they need to 
squeeze every last 
penny out of the 
sellers that they can.  
Beginning in 

October, sellers will no longer be able to accept 
checks or money orders as payment methods.  
Paypal will be the only method available unless you 
have a separate merchant account in which you can 
accept credit cards.  Ebay has tried to spin this as 
trying to make all transactions more secure but 
anyone with any amount of common sense can 
plainly see this is just another way for them to make 
even more of the almighty dollar on EVERY 
transaction.   
 What does this mean to you?  Well, if you 
are a buyer and if you didn’t want to use Paypal 
previously, they will now basically force you to 
register all of your personal information (including 
a credit card) to purchase anything on Ebay.  Many 
of my loyal customers have always chosen to use 
checks or money orders and they will now be forced 
to change or stop buying.  If you are a seller, I 
strongly urge you to contact your bank or 
investigate alternative merchant credit card 
processing possibilities.  Paypal does have 
reasonable fees in comparison to some but their 
level of protection to the seller is squat.  I think this 
makes it even more important for everyone to 
patronize toy shows and get back to purchasing 
items the old fashioned way.   
 

Show Calendar 
Upcoming Toy Shows – Please contact us if you’d 
like to have a show added to our calendar. 

· October 4 – Timber Dan Toy Show – 
Larimer County Fairgrounds, Loveland, CO  
(763) 972-6726 

· October 19 – Canadian Toy Collectors 
Society Toy Show – Toronto, Canada  (905) 
820-2697 evenings 

· October 26 - Chicago Toy Show – Kane 
County Fairgrounds, St Charles, IL   (773) 
736-5140 

· November 1 – Allentown Toy Show – 
Allentown Fairgrounds, Allentown, PA  
(610) 432-3355 

· November 7-9 – National Farm Toy Show – 
Dyersville, IA  (701) 883-5206 

· November 23 – St. Louis Antique Toy Show 
– Two Hearts Banquet Center, St. Louis, 
MO  (314) 503-5869 

· November 29 - Circus Maximus Toy & 
Pedal Car Show – Kalamazoo, MI   (616) 
361-9887 

· November 30 – Greater York Toy, Train & 
Doll Show – York Expo Center @ 
Fairgrounds, York, PA  (717) 424-4004 

 

Show Me The Money!! 
Recent prices realized for  select toys 

Toy Site/Venue Price 
Tonka G. Fox & Co. 
Semi  C8.5+ 

Weiss 
Auction 

$2800 

Metalcraft 1st Prize Ham  
C9 w/box 

Morphy 
Auction 

$5500 + 
20% 
buyer 
premium 

Lincoln Ice  C7 Ebay $232 
Doepke Jaeger Mixer  
C7 

Ebay $191 

Wyandotte 6” Nash 
Sedan  C6.5 

Ebay $71 

Kingsbury Rumble Seat 
Coupe  C6.5 

Ebay $310 

Tonka Terminix Pickup  
C9.5 

Ebay $2052 

Smith Miller GMC 
Mobil Semi  C8 

Toy Show 
Sale 

$225 

Buddy L Circus Semi  
C9+ w/box 

Ebay $400 

Tonka Fisherman Set 
w/Houseboat  C5.5 

Ebay $455 

Marx Joy Gasoline 
Tanker  C8 

Ebay $203 

Tru Scale Ryerson Steel 
Semi  C7 

Ebay $181 
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Toy Story 
NO, not the Disney movie but a good old-

fashioned yarn.  I think one of my favorite things 
about attending shows and meeting up with friends 
is the stories that I’ve missed since the last time we 
talked.  There’s nothing quite like hearing about 
how that rare Tonka surfaced at a rummage sale or 
how someone off the street came into the show with 
a boxed Smith Miller and just happened to stop at 
your table.  I welcome anyone to submit their 
favorite or just about any story as I’m sure not only 
myself but all of the other readers enjoy hearing 
anything about toys!! 

This one came from a friend of mine from 
the Chicago area.  He received a call from an older 
woman about his “Toys Wanted” ad in the local 
newspaper.  She had her sons GI Joe collection that 
she was interested in selling.  It was all the very 
early stuff so he decided he’d go and take a look.  
Upon arriving, he viewed the entire collection, 
which in his estimate had a value of about $300.  
Unfortunately this woman had a figure in her head 
that was much higher than what was feasible.  He 
told her that he would have to pass.   

At that time, the woman mentioned that she 
had some other old toys in the attic that he was 
welcome to look at.  They had been her older 
brother’s toys and were just collecting dust.  They 
went up to the attic together and she opened an old 
wooden trunk.  To his surprise he was staring at 10 
or 12 pristine boxed toys from the 1930’s.  Included 
in the group was a Marx Roadside Rest (complete 
in ex box), a Wyandotte La Salle/Trailer 
combination (excellent in vg box), a Buddy L 
Junior tanker truck (excellent but no box), and a 
similar assortment on the rest of the items.  About 6 
or 7 of the dozen had the boxes and all were 
absolutely beautiful toys. 

Well, he figured that there was no way he’d 
be able to buy any of these considering how she was 
so far off on the GI Joe value but he asked anyway.  
“How much do you want for these?”  She replied 
“how about $500?”  I guess he just about fell down 
the attic steps.  He said, “they are worth a lot more 
than that ma’am.”  Her reply to that just kills me 
every time.  She said, “that’s ok because I didn’t 
like my brother much anyway.” 

He walked away with the entire trunkload 
for the $500 that she quoted all because she didn’t 
like her brother!!  I bet he ruined her dolls when she 

was a kid or something.  After showing me what he 
bought, I noticed that he didn’t have any GI Joe 
stuff.  I said, “you mean you didn’t even buy the GI 
Joe stuff at the inflated price, it’s the least you could 
have done?”  NOPE, still there.  So any of you 
Chicagoland guys get a call about some GI Joe 
stuff, the attic is already empty!!   
 
OK, that’s another 
one from my memory 
bank.  C’mon now, I 
want to hear from 
someone else.  Zip me 
an email with some of 
your good ones.  
Don’t make me keep 
rattling off mine, I 
want to hear from 
you, and you, and yes 
you too. 
 

Bits N Pieces 
Small miscellaneous items that don’t quite 

fit anywhere else.  Some is meant to be informative, 
some is asking for information from you. 

 
What is it?  I’ve had this truck a couple 

times and have never been able to identify it.  Any 
help from my 
readers would 
be 
appreciated.  
I’m wondering 
who made it, 
what it is 
missing, etc. 

 
 
Did you know that while Buddy L and 

Keystone dominated sales in the 1930’s, Steelcraft 
actually produced more steel toys than both during 
this decade. 

 
Did you know that while numerous early toy 

companies made trucks that looked like Packards, 
only Keystone worked in accordance with Packard 
and because of this was able to prominently display 
the Packard logo on every truck produced. 

 

 

 


