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Featured Toy
Up until late 2005, there had only been
whispers of this truck’s existence. It had been

referenced in both De Salle’'s Tonka book as well as

the Mc Elwee’s series but neither was able to
provide a picture. I'm speaking of the Tonka
American Breeders Service private label semi truck
made in either 1958 or 59.

Thanks to the internet, a few are now known
and verified although no one still knows for sure
exactly how many were produced and how many
still survive. | personally have seen two and know
of one more in existence but there may be more or
that may be all there are.

ABS is still in existence today supplying
clients with a variety of genetically superior boi
breeding supplies. Upon contacting them for
information regarding the truck, | was told that no
one currently at the company knew anything
regarding it's production or distribution. An
educated guess would be that they were supplied
only to vice presidents or other high-ranking
officers within the company. It seems like an odd
type of company to have had toy trucks made being
that the majority of the private label trucks were
usually for store chains or moving companies.

The truck itself is based upon a Red Owl
truck’s paint scheme with a red cab and gray traile
The cab doors feather a small decal with American
Breeders Service, Madison Wis. The decal on the
semi is a large wraparound style white band with a
diamond shaped logo centered in the front and a
pair of the ABS badge style logos on each sidee Th
rear trailer doors feature the ABS logo with atspli

down the middle to allow them to open. Please

view the provided pictures for further reference.

I’'m unsure of the origin of two of the trucks
but one | do know the provenance behind. It was
found at a garage sale (of all places!) in a small
western Wisconsin town and is now in the
possession of EImer Duellman and on display in his
toy museum. This truck is the one pictured on the
left. The truck shown in the photo above was sold
on Ebay back in 2007 for over $4,000. Like so
many other private label trucks, little is known or
verifyable so be sure to do your homework before
laying out $4K on the next one you run across. |
have a hard time believing there are too many more
in existence!!

If anyone has any additional information
about this particular private label Tonka I'd rgall
be interested in hearing it. You are welcome to
contact me through the following email address;
zboylO@centurytel.netl’'m sure not only myself
but all Tonka fans and collectors would enjoy
knowing anything you could provide!!




Product Review Toydecals.com News

I’'m reviewing the same items from last Our 2008
newsletter as | made a mistake in the contact phone Restoration
number and inadvertently omitted the pricing Contest was
information. wrapped up and all
Joining the toy parts production business is EIm judging has been
City Toys. Their initial offerings include all the finalized. Please
different styles of Tonka hubcaps, the solid, round take some time to
hole, and triangle view all of the
hole variations. In entries we received. All entries can be seen on ou
addition, another set website www.toydecals.comBe sure to start
being produced will working on all those projects for next year’s
work on early Ertl contest!!
trucks as well as Continuing with our policy that only
Dunwell and subscribers to this newsletter will be eligible foy
Buckeye. It special discounts and sale pricing, below are this
features a five spoke guarter’s sale items:
design but has the
center open for the axle to go through. All four WWW.TOYDECALS.COM Sales Items
different hubcaps are nice clean stampings with January 1-31
crisp lug detail and nice plating. They retail for - $1 off Tonka Construction sets. Includes State
$2.50 each plus shipping. Hiway, Draglines, Dozers, etc.

_ Also being

S | offered is a Smith February 1-28
| Miller L Mack - $1 off all fire department, ambulance,

- , repair bumper. The emergency vehicle sets. Includes Tonka,
' e bumper is milled Nylint, Buddy L, etc.
~ nicely to fit directly

onto the ground off March 1-31
4 ‘ g . - 50% off on the following decal sets: Wyandotte
. . stub of the chassis :
: - . . Coast to Coast Bus (WY-014), Richmond Toys
&% 3 o5 to be epoxied Logo (RM-001), Smith Miller CO-OP Tanker
ey into place. Good 9 '

SM-040), Keystone Moving Van (KY-009),
Structo 66 Tanker (ST-041), Tonka Powerlift
(TK-153), & Buddy L Brinks Truck (BL-081).

uniform bend and a
polished face for a
nice chrome look.

Bumpers sell for $15 plus shipping. To receive your discounts when ordering online via

To purchase any of these items you can the website, simply follow normal procedure by
contact Elm City Toys at 920-459-9819. Shipping  adding to shopping cart. Prior to paying via Paypa
charges on both items are very reasonable and their please enter “OTTQ Sale” into the notes section and
customer service is topnotch. then click pay. When processing order, all

Do you have a toy part, tool, restoration discounts will be refunded back directly to your
supply or anything else that you'd like to promote?  paypal account. I'm unable to offer coupons ss thi
We'd like to see it and help you out!! Send usryou  js the only method available to me at present time.
item and we'll gladly take a look. If it is welbde If sending in check or money order, simply enter th
we'll be sure to give it the props it deserves. discounted price on the order form and pay the

appropriate amount.




Show Calendar

Upcoming Toy Shows — Please contact us if you'd

like to have a show added to our calendar.
January 24 & 25 — Mankato Farm &
Antique Toy Show — Midwest Wireless
Civic Center, (507) 524-3275
January 30, 31, & February 1 — Gateway
Mid-America Toy Show — St. Louis,
Missouri (618) 836-7787
February 21 & 22 — Sioux Falls, SD Greater
Midwest Toy Show (605) 359-0234
April 26 — Chicago Toy Show, Kane County
Fairgrounds (773) 736-5140

Show Me The Money!!

Recent prices realized for select toys

Toy Site/Venue Price
Steelcraft Sealect FarmsEbay $400
box van style truck, C7-

Keystone Sit N Ride Ebay $182

Steam Shovel, C8+

Smith Miller MIC Semi, | Ebay $416

C8+

Tonka Meier & Frank | Ebay $860

Semi, C8-

Buddy L Flivver Coupe,| Ebay $537

C8+

Nylint Rapid Delivery, | Ebay $162

C9

Sturditoy Dairy Truck, | Morphy $4500 +

C7+ 20%
buyers
premium

Dunwell Snow Crop Weiss $500 +

Foods Semi, C8- w/box| Auctions 18%
buyers
premium

Kingsbury Sunbeam Ebay $271

Racer, C6-

Wyandotte Cord Ebay $449

w/pullback motor, C7+

Toy Story

NO, not the
Disney movie but a
good old-fashioned
yarn. | think one of
my favorite things
about attending
shows and meeting
up with friends is
the stories that I've
missed since the last
time we talked.

There’s nothing

quite like hearing about how that rare Tonka
surfaced at a rummage sale or how someone off the
street came into the show with a boxed Smith Miller
and just happened to stop at your table. | welcome
anyone to submit their favorite or just about any
story as I'm sure not only myself but all of théet
readers enjoy hearing anything about toys!!

This story was submitted by Charles
Darling:

We have a local country auction house
nearby that sells just about everything and angthin
(except maybe little kids) on each and every
Saturday, and one day | was there when a guy drove
up in a pick up truck filled with boxes.

The rookies at the auction are always beaten
to the "new stuff" when it shows up on auction day,
but the veterans all seem to find their way togee
a good look at what is coming in. Anyway, on this
day everyone found that the guy bringing the stuff
to the auction happened to have about a dozen
Doepke toys from the early 50s. There were 3 of
the Doepke Unit cranes that were in almost mint
condition as well as a couple each of the Catampill
D-6 bulldozers, Adams road graders and the Barber
Greene loaders.

There are almost never any Doepke toys at
our auction and on this day there were a dozern (wit
most all of them in very nice condition)! They
ended up selling for a decent price, but the bast p
of the story came as a result of a question that wa
posed to the guy putting the stuff in the auctibte
was asked, "hey, where did you get all this stuff?"
His response was that he bought the entire lot for
$20 from a lady who wanted her attic cleaned out
quickly. he said that he almost had to force #uky |



to take the $20, because she wanted "that junk”
cleaned out immediately.

Well, that just proves that the stuff is “still
out there” and you just need to work hard at figdin
it. | do suppose a helping of good luck doesnit hu
either!!

OK, finally got a couple stories submitted from the
readers. Now that the ice is broken be sure to hel
contribute with one of your own. Zip me an email
with some of your good ones.

Bits N Pieces

Recent studies have shown that since the
advent of the internet auction site, some of thetmo
utilized words are “rare”, “vintage”, “scarce”, and
“mint”. 1 admit I'm guilty of using some of these
but only when | truly think they hold true. Henea
a few items that | recently found with those words
in the title or description. | guess there are som
very uneducated sellers or those that truly subscri

to the theory...buyer beware!!

TONKA QUARRY
DUMP TRUCK
FROM 1996 NEW
IN BOX!! RARE!

Rare from 1996?17

Vintage 1949 Tonka
Dump Truck (MIB)

How is this
vintage?!?

VINTAGE BUDDY
L KENNELS
TRUCK DOGS
PRESSED STEEL
MINT

Mint w/o rear
section?!?

Show Reports
Chicago Fall Toy Show, October 26, 2008

| had many thoughts heading into this fall
weekend. This was to be the first show held in the
new building at the Kane County Fairgrounds. No
one knew exactly where they would be located
within the building or who their new neighbors may
be. One of the aspects | always liked about this
show was that everyone knew where to find me and
who I'd have on either side of my booth. In
addition to the new building, gas was around
$4/gallon and the economy was slowing down
drastically. All of these factors were making me
reconsider even setting up.

| arrived early in the week like usual to
participate in the room trading. The majority loét
dealers reported very moderate sales. In addition,
I’'m usually able to buy very well and unfortunately
| didn’t find anything to purchase for myself.

Setup day on Saturday brought forth new
hope as there were more cars lined up in the pgrkin
lot waiting to enter than | can recall in a longei.

In addition, the promoters were informing everyone
that the new building was entirely sold out. The
new building itself is a winner. It has excellent
lighting, plenty of space, and nicely controlled
temperature. Loading and unloading is made easier
with large rollup doors and level entry for wheeled
carts.

The logistics of the show changed somewhat
though. Unfortunately the new building is unalde t
house every dealer so there were still 2 or 3ef th
outdoor pavilions in use. This isn’'t the problent b
since the pavilions and the new building are latate
on opposite ends of the fairgrounds, it made for
long walks between the two areas. Sales seemed
strong though and it appeared that quite a few
dealers and floor rights buyers were walking and
buying.

Sunday is the actual day the show is open to
the public and there was a large crowd waiting at
the gate at opening time. Many dealers reported
strong albeit smaller sales than in years past.
Hopefully this reflects on the strength of our hpbb
in today’s economy. Allin all I think this showas
a success and hopefully a sign that things are
looking up for the future. Below are some photos |
shot of the show floor action and of some of the
dealers with a good selection of trucks.



West Atrium Action Dennis Sapp’s Booth During Setup

Giles Turner Actually Working! Some Of My Own Stuff

Duane Farr's Booth During Setup My Newlywed Neighbors, Mark & Mary



